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For Immediate Release: 
"DOC" BOCK NAMED EIU PROFESSOR LAUREATE FOR 2001-2002 
CHARLESTON - Doug Bock truly believes in those words once uttered by 
American essayist/historian James Truslow Adams: 'There are obviously two 
educations. One should teach us how to make a living and the other how to live." 
Bock makes his living as a professor of speech communication at Eastern Illinois 
University. He lives as he urges others to live -through life-long learning, be it in or 
outside of the classroom. 
And as Eastern Illinois University's 2001-2002 Professor Laureate, Bock will 
spend the coming school year cultivating this idea among the institution's nearly 11,000 
students. 
His fi rst official opportunity will take place at 4 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 16, as he 
serves as the keynote speaker at this year's Fall Convocation, a welcoming ceremony 
for new incoming students and their families. Bock was chosen as this year's honoree 
based on his years of demonstrated excellence as an undergraduate teacher and a 
staunch proponent of general/l iberal education. 
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"I do believe that a good general education is the education that teaches us how 
to live," Bock said. "By being exposed to the great ideas in a wide variety of fields, we 
see how others have lived and how we may best understand ourselves in relation to 
those fields of study. The scientist learns from the artist, the poet learns from science, 
and so on it goes." 
As a result of nearly 20 years of teaching experience at Eastern (and 13 
additional years before that at other institutions around the country), Bock realizes that 
traditional students sometimes don't appreciate mandated classes as "opportunity." 
Initially, many even look upon required courses outside of their major as an obstacle to 
taking the classes they would most like to take for their major. 
However, "as time passes, that attitude often changes," Bock said. "Students 
begin to appreciate the need to experience new ideas." 
He added, "The ideas we encounter in college have a way of coming back in 
new forms as our lives progress. A liberal education teaches us how to think about 
ideas, not what to think. By laying a solid foundation at the undergraduate level, we are 
equipping our students to conduct the rest of their lives as independent thinkers." 
Bock (or "Doc Bock" as he's known as around the EIU campus) truly does 
practice what he preaches. He matter-of-factly states that he's an avid reader of both 
fiction and non-fiction, and has taken a number of courses outside of his own field of 
expertise, including astronomy, physics, historical and physical geography and botany. 
He can read, but not speak, French, and can read and speak a few words each 
in Chinese and Korean -the latter of which he learned during a Rotarian trip abroad a 
few years ago. 
Alan Baharlou, Eastern's 1999-2000 Professor Laureate, wrote in a nomination 
letter on Bock's behalf that "1, myself, have been extensively involved in the university's 
liberal education program, have taught and developed many courses and served on 
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many relevant committees .. . However, when I compare my involvement with Doug's, 
his contributions by far exceed mine. 
"He is an eloquent speaker and a persistent advocate of a strong liberal 
education, (teaching) both introductory and advanced courses, special workshops, 
seminars, courses for the University Honors Program .. . general education and service 
courses, team teaches and performs superbly in all these areas," Baharlou wrote. 
"I regard Doug as one of the best scholars in the university. My deep respect 
and admiration for him, both as a strong and highly qualified academician and as a 
perceptive and thoughtful human being with a wide array of talents, has continued to 
grow. It is the highest honor for me to be his colleague." 
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